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A pparently, 
Sarasota County 
Commissioners 

have a plan to make it 
practically impossible 
for citizens to get County 
Charter amendments 
on the ballot by petition 
initiative in the future.

For over two years, 
voters of all political 
parties and independents 
have signed petitions to 
put a Sarasota County 
Charter amendment 
on the ballot to change 
County Commission 
elections to single-
member districts. This 
means that county 
commissioners would be 
elected by the voters in 
the district they seek to 
represent, not by voters 
all over the county. This 
will cut most campaign 
costs by 80 percent (as 
there are five districts) and 
empower neighborhoods. 
That will give grassroots 
candidates a chance, 
instead of just candidates 
chosen and bankrolled by 
big development interests 
in expensive countywide 
campaigns. (It’s not 
cheap to pack everyone’s 
mailboxes with all those 
glossy flyers.)

On June 22, the Sarasota 
Alliance for Fair Elections 
(SAFE) submitted the last 
of the 15,096 petitions 
needed to put single-
member districts to a vote 
this November. That’s 
5 percent of all registered 
voters at the last general 
election, as required 
by the County Charter. 
On Aug. 29, the County 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing to put it on 
the ballot.

But wait!
The commissioners are 

not happy that voters have 
achieved this milestone. 
They really don’t like this 
referendum, because 
some of them might not 
be re-elected if the voters 
in their district have their 
way.

Please note: 
Commissioners opposed 
previous initiatives when 
voters found a need 
to make an end-run 
around the politicians. 
Charter amendments 
placed on the ballot 
by petitions brought 
mandatory recycling to 
Sarasota County when 
commissioners refused, 
paper ballots to county 
elections to be able to 
verify machine counts (a 
previous SAFE initiative 
that led to adoption of 
paper ballots statewide), 
and a requirement that 

any comprehensive plan 
amendment to increase 
land use density or 
intensity be made by a 
vote of no fewer than four 
of the five commissioners.

So the County 
Commission will take an 
additional action at their 
Aug. 29 meeting. They 
have written their own 
charter amendments 
to severely restrict the 
ability of voters to ever 
again petition for needed 
changes to protect 
the public’s rights and 
interests.

What will their 
amendments do? They 
will double the petition 
requirement for any 
citizens’ initiatives 
in the future, from 
5 percent of all voters to 
10 percent. Instead of 
the 15,096 names voters 
had to gather for the 
single-member districts 
amendment, we will have 
to gather over 31,000 
names. And more as 
our population grows. 
That will make it nearly 
impossible for volunteers 
to meet the requirement 
and too expensive even 
for paid petition help for 
all but the very wealthy, 
such as the big developers.

They would also 

restrict the time to gather 
petitions to 1½ years, 
limit when voters can 
submit them, and more.

Only seven of Florida’s 
67 counties have a 
10 percent petition 
requirement, the highest 
in the state other than 
Miami-Dade County.

We encourage all 
concerned voters 
in Sarasota County 
to attend the public 
hearing at 1:30 pm, 
Wednesday, Aug. 29, at 
1660 Ringling Boulevard 

in Sarasota, to support 
our single-member 
districts amendment 
and oppose the 
County Commission’s 
amendment to 
double petition 
requirements. Wear 
a red shirt if you can, 
so the commissioners 
can clearly see our 
supporters.

Don’t let them block 
your ability to petition 
your government. Don’t 
let them silence your 
voices.

Be ready to vote in 
November. Say “yes” 
for single-member 
districts and (unless 
commissioners abandon 
their amendment on 
Aug. 29) “no” to doubling 
petition requirements 
for citizens’ initiatives.

Kindra Muntz 
is president of the 
Sarasota Alliance for 
Fair Elections, online at 
www.keepdemocracysafe.
org/act-now and www.
singlememberdistricts.
com.

Is the County Commission trying to silence your voices?
GUEST COLUMN

KINDRA MUNTZ

T he situation is bad, 
with red tide on 
our beaches and 

blue-green algae reaching 
nearby back bays. Experts 
tell us it is going to get 
worse unless we change 
our ways.

The mess surrounding 
Lake Okeechobee and the 
flow of its water is a large 
part of the problem. But 
what happens there is 
beyond our direct control, 
so let’s focus on what 
should be done locally 
where we can act with 
our own hands. After all, 
our pristine lifestyle here 
is threatened and we are 
guilty of contributing to 
the excess nutrients and 
global warming that have 
worsened this crisis.

Action must focus 
on nutrients and rising 
temperatures. Red tide 
(Karena brevis) and the 
neon green paint-like 
algae (cyanobacteria) are 
naturally occurring, so we 
cannot hope to eliminate 
their emergence. But 
both types of algae 
blooms are fueled by 
nutrient pollution from 
agricultural and urban 
runoff. Since algae like 

to bloom in warmer 
months, global warming 
is providing more 
opportunities. Climate 
change also tends to 
produce more rain which 
can wash more nutrients 
into waterways and fuel 
the blooms.

Water quality is about 
the estuary. We often 
focus on our beaches, but 
without a healthy estuary, 
our beaches – and all 
our livelihoods — are 
doomed. The estuary is 
where freshwater and 
saltwater mix. Charlotte 
Harbor, the tidal Myakka 
and Peace rivers, and 
Lemon Bay are a valuable 
habitat for nursery 
fisheries. They also 
provide the economic 
and lifestyle basis for 
our communities. We 
count on the estuary for 
our recreational fishing, 
seafood, boating, birding 
and the aesthetics of our 
lives here.

Eliminating runoff 
from our homes and 

businesses is the best 
thing we can do as 
individuals. Every drop of 
rain either goes into the 
ground (that’s good) or 
becomes runoff to carry 
nutrients – fertilizers 
and dog poop — to our 
waterways directly or 
through stormwater 
drains (this is bad).

Native landscapes don’t 
use fertilizers (nutrients) 
or irrigation (which 
becomes runoff). Rain 
barrels and permeable 
walkways/driveways/
parking areas can prevent 
water from becoming 
runoff. All this can be 
achieved with the free 
help from the county 
Extension Office’s Florida 
Friendly Landscape 
program. Florida Friendly 
landscapes also take 
carbon from the air and 
store it in the soil – which 
fights global warming.

•  Without a viable 
water monitoring and 
evaluation program, we 
cannot tell if our estuary 
is up to snuff, or if our 
efforts at corrective action 
are having a positive 
effect. With the state 
environmental and water 

management budgets 
slashed, and the county 
not fully engaged, we 
don’t have the means to 
manage our local water 
quality. A solution is to 
have the county assume 
full responsibility for the 
monitoring, evaluation 
and public reporting 
of water quality in our 
estuary and adjoining 
waterways.

•  Septic tanks must 
become history. 
Because of our soils 
and geography, septic 
tanks don’t belong in 
Florida. They cause about 
two-thirds of our water 
quality issues. We must 
replace all septic systems 
located anywhere near 
a waterway. Because we 
will all benefit, funding 
should be provided by all 
residents and businesses. 
Increased taxes will be 
more than repaid by the 
economic benefits of 
avoiding future crises.

•  Eliminate untreated 
agricultural runoff. We 
must require farmers to 
capture, store and clean 
their runoff, just as urban 
areas must also do.

•  Better urban runoff. 

As the county develops, 
our planning and 
design must allow more 
space to capture and 
treat water. The idea 
is to use low-impact 
design to filter water 
in the ground before 
discharging it to the 
canals, rivers, lakes 
and ultimately the 
estuary. Also, our codes 
should require the use 
of Florida Friendly 
Landscapes.

•  Upgrade reclaimed 
water. Using water 
more than once is an 
important conservation 
concept. But reclaimed 
water retains high 
levels of nutrients. 
These nutrients can 
be absorbed by lawns 
and gardens, but if it 
runs off into canals 
and adjacent waters 
it contributes to the 
nutrient problem. 
We need advanced 
wastewater treatment to 
remove all nutrients.

•  Mitigate climate 
change. The state has 
mandated that counties 
have comprehensive 
plans by 2021 that 
account for sea level 

rise. This is a great 
opportunity to fight the 
warming that causes 
rising seas and makes 
algae blooms worse. 
The Beaches and Shores 
Advisory Committee has 
presented an “adaptive 
mitigation” plan. The 
idea is to draw down 
excess carbon in the 
atmosphere while also 
helping our residents 
adapt to a changing 
climate. We need to 
adopt this plan.

We all contribute to 
the excess nutrients and 
global warming that 
have caused this mess. 
To prevent worse crises 
in the future, we all 
must all work towards 
solutions at our own 
homes and businesses 
and demand action by 
our local government.

William “Coty” Keller 
is a local ecologist 
and a Florida Master 
Naturalist. He serves on 
the Charlotte County 
Beaches and Shores 
Advisory Committee. 
He is a Vietnam combat 
veteran who commanded 
two ships during his 20-
year Navy career.

Water quality crisis: Local solutions available
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TERN BAY COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE ADOPTION OF THE FISCAL YEAR 2019 BUDGETS; AND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE IMPOSITION OF MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, ADOPTION OF AN ASSESSMENT ROLL, AND THE LEVY, COLLECTION, AND 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE SAME; AND NOTICE OF REGULAR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ MEETING.  

 The Board of Supervisors for the Tern Bay Community Development District will hold two public hearings 
and a regular meeting on September 11, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. at Country Inn and Suites, 24244 Corporate Court, Port 
Charlotte, Florida 33954. 

The purpose of the fi rst public hearing is to receive public comment and objections on the Fiscal Year 2019 Proposed 
Budgets. The fi rst public hearing is being conducted pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida Statutes. The purpose of the second 
public hearing is to consider the imposition of special assessments to fund the District’s proposed operation and maintenance 
budget for Fiscal Year 2019 upon the lands located within the District, a depiction of which lands is shown below, consider the 
adoption of an assessment roll, and to provide for the levy, collection, and enforcement of the assessments. The second public 
hearing is being conducted pursuant to Florida law including Chapters 190 and 197, Florida Statutes.  At the conclusion of the 
public hearings, the Board will, by resolution, adopt the budgets and levy assessments to fund the operation and maintenance 
budget as fi nally approved by the Board.  A regular board meeting of the District will also be held where the Board may 
consider any other business that may properly come before it.

 A copy of the proposed budgets, preliminary assessment roll, and the agenda for the hearings and meeting may 
be obtained at the offi ces of the District Manager, 2900 Northeast 12th Terrace, Suite 1, Oakland Park, Florida 33334, Ph: 
(954) 658-4900, during normal business hours at least (7) days in advance of the meeting.

In addition, you may obtain a copy of the proposed budget on the District’s web site:  www.ternbaycdd.org immediately. 

The special assessments are annually recurring assessments and are in addition to previously levied debt assessments.  The 
table below presents the proposed schedule of operation and maintenance assessments for Fiscal Year 2019.  Amounts are 
preliminary and subject to change at the hearing and in any future year.  The  amounts are subject to early payment discount 
as afforded by law. Note that the operations and maintenance assessments stated below do not include any debt service 
assessments  previously levied by the District and due to be collected for Fiscal Year 2019. 

Proposed Schedule of Assessments
  DESCRIPTION FISCAL YEAR 2019
  Single Family – 60’ $129.66   
  Single Family – 75’ $129.66
  Coach Home $129.66
  Commercial Offi ce $2,204.23             
  Fitness Center $129.66
  Garden Condominiums $129.66
  Golf Course/Clubhouse $3,241.51
  Hotel Rooms (each) $129.66
  Mid Rise Condominiums $129.66

The tax collector will collect the assessments pursuant to the uniform method.  The District may choose to collect the 
assessments for certain properties not pursuant to the uniform method. 

Failure to pay the assessments collected by the Tax Collector using the uniform method will cause a tax certifi cate to be 
issued against the property which may result in a tax deed and loss of title.  For delinquent assessments that were initially 
directly billed by the District, the District may initiate a foreclosure action or may place the delinquent assessments on the 
next year’s county tax bill.   All affected property owners have the right to appear at the public hearings and the right to fi le 
written objections with the District within twenty (20) days of publication of this notice.

 The public hearings and meeting are open to the public and will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Florida 
Law for Community Development Districts.  The public hearings and meeting may be continued to a date, time, and place to 
be specifi ed on the record at the hearings or meeting.

There may be occasions when staff or board members may participate by speaker telephone.  

 Any person requiring special accommodations at this meeting because of a disability or physical impairment 
should contact the District Offi ce at (954) 658-4900 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting.  If you are hearing or 
speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service at (800) 955-8770 for aid in contacting the District Offi ce.

Each person who decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at the public 
hearings or meeting is advised that person will need a record of proceedings and that accordingly, the person may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which such appeal is 
to be based.

Tern Bay Community Development District
James P. Ward, District Manager
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Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”
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